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SALMON GENETICS RESEARCH

PROJECT GOAL

Provide a critical tool
for the recovery

planning process by
identifying the

appropriate regional
populations of

salmon and
steelhead that can be

used to recover
fisheries in the

Russian River Basin.

DESCRIPTION:
• The Sonoma County Water Agency and
University of California’s Bodega Marine
Laboratory entered into an agreement to
document the genetic biodiversity of
coastal salmon in northern California
• The research will evaluate the
population genetics for coho and Chinook
salmon and steelhead in the Russian
River Basin
• Genetics research will identify which
fish stocks are native to the watershed
and which stocks represent introduced
hatchery fish
• Further genetic evaluation is needed to
identify which populations for several
coho streams in the ESU should be propa-
gated using a conservation hatchery
strategy to restore fisheries in the basin
• This information will contribute to
recovery planning efforts for listed
salmonids within the Russian River

PARTNERSHIPS:
• California Department of Fish
  and Game
• National Marine Fisheries
  Service
• Sonoma County Water Agency
• University of California,
  Bodega Marine Laboratory
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Salmonid distribution in the Russian River watershed


